Sentence Structure: Modelling the answer

	Look at this extract from the 2001 paper. In it lan Wooldridge considers the part played by fate in the life of Muhammed Ali. He reflects on the fact that the young Ali (Cassius Clay) almost never made it to the Olympic Games in 1960 due to his fear of flying.
	Marks

	I have often wondered whether the world would have heard of him had he dug his heels in on the day of departure. Probably not. In I960, in racist, reactionary, bigoted small-town America, uppity young black men were lucky enough to get one break, let alone two. Destiny deemed otherwise.   A legend was in the making. What overwhelms you about this man from such a violent trade are the goodness, sincerity and generosity that have survived a lifetime of controversy, racial hatred, fundamental religious  conversion, criminal  financial exploitation, marital upheavals, revilement by many of his own nation and, eventually, the collapse of his own body.

	2 (b) Show how the writer uses sentence structure in lines 21-35 to dramatise his view about destiny and Muhammed Ali. (4) A


	(4A)

	General Advice

The format of the question is familiar to us. 

· We have been told that the writer uses sentence structure in the lines indicated to dramatise his views on Ali and destiny. 

· We are aware that the writer sees Ali as unique, a man of destiny, so it is our task to "show how" sentence structure dramatises this view.
· Sentence structure is about how the writer has put the sentence together. (Look back at Features of Structure.)


	

	Specific Advice

· Read the passage carefully highlighting any features you recognise.
· Choose the feature which you feel best enables you to answer the question and go on to "show how..."
· Choose another feature of structure you feel comfortable with analysing in terms of the question and "show how.."
Continue in this step-by-step manner until you have written enough to gain the full number of marks.


	

	Response - Worked  Examples

Features of structure identified:
· Sentence length/type: Long opening sentence - followed by short, abrupt, answering sentence. (Sentences 1+2)
· List:  of adjectives that describe problems faced by Ali (Sentence 3)
· Sentence length: 2nd paragraph - two short dramatic opening statements/sentences. (Sentences 4+5)
· List/sentence length/punctuation/word order/climax: final sentence has all of these features (a goldmine of potential marks!)
	

	The writer emphasises a sense of wonder and speculation by following the long opening sentence which opens with "I have often wondered ..", with a short two word conclusion to his speculation, "Probably not". The contrast and concision give dramatic emphasis to his view of Ali as a man of destiny. 

	2

	The final sentence of this paragraph explains the abrupt conclusion "probably not", and adds to the sense of Ali's uniqueness by a list of adjectives that powerfully describe the barriers America Ali faced as a young black American at this time "racist ...   bigoted". The list interrupts what would otherwise be a simple sentence thus stressing the barriers faced.
	2

	The force of the "Destiny deemed otherwise", is emphasised by its brevity and positioning at the opening of the next paragraph, thus the writer's idea of Ali as being marked out by "destiny" is intensified.
	2

	The following sentence "A legend was in the making", is also compact and maintains the dramatic tone in that it comes as a consequence of the previous sentence. Both these sentences are statements that have the tone and impact of a big movie tag line, adding drama to the writer's view.
	2

	In contrast the final sentence is very long, containing two lists, and builds to a dramatic climax. The word order is effective -
	0

	"overwhelms" is at the beginning of the sentence emphasising the writer's admiration for Ali; The writer reminds us of Ali's, "violent trade" before listing Ali's positive qualities, "goodness ... generosity", so making them even more remarkable.
	2

	The second, contrasting, list describes the abuse and misfortune Ali has had to face making the first list of Ali's qualities even more extraordinary. The order of the second list builds up to the climax of "and, eventually, the collapse of own body", which brings the section to a powerful and emotional conclusion.
	2

	The climax itself is heightened by being further delayed: the "and" which usually introduces the final item of a list is followed by, "eventually" slowed by commas, creating a dramatic pause before the emotional phrase, "the collapse of his own body".
	2


Marking Key
2001 English and Communication Higher
Close Reading
2 (b) Show how the writer uses sentence structure in lines 21-35 to dramatise his view about destiny and Muhammed Ali. 


2A
Marks will depend on the quality of explanation (even by implication) that the writer is using sentence structure to make vivid his view of Ali as a unique individual. Marks may be gained 2+2 or 1+3. reference alone = (0).
Possible features of sentence structure include:
1)   the conjecture answer structure of lines 21-23
2)   the comparatively long conjecture "I have often ..." followed by the very short answer "probably not" lines 21-23
3)   the short "probably not." alone.
4)   The list of adjectives to describe America in 1960 (lines 23-24)
5)   The pivotal positioning and/or shortness of "Destiny determined" (line 27)
6)   The shortness and/or balance provided by "A legend ... making" (lines 27-28)
7)   The list of attributes describing Ali's personality (lines 29-30)
8)   The contrasting list of events which describes his life (lines 31- 35)
9)   The parenthetical "eventually" (line 34)
10)  The overall variety

	Example 5: SQA Close Reading 1993

	"Oh, I do love him so- his terrible energy and his blind frustrated rages." Which Hollywood star was once praised with these words? Marion Brando? Sylvester Stallone? In fact it was Donald Duck.

	Question

	Comment on the effectiveness of the sentence "In fact it was Donald Duck." as a response to the opening sentences of the article.

	Response



	Example 6: SQA Close Reading 1993
	Marks

	Edd interrupts when he shouldn't, snatches what isn't his, bangs and crashes and sulks and pouts (anatomically tricky for a duck), entirely undermining the parental/elder-sibling authority of the presenter. He is the apothesis of nuisance.
	

	Question
	

	Comment on the effectiveness of the structure of the above sentences in illustrating the "childish monstrousness" of Edd.
	2

	Response


	

	Example 1: SQA Close Reading Paper 1992
	Marks

	Butch Cassidy, in those years, was drover, horse wrangler, maverick, part-time bank robber, and leader of men; the sheriffs feared him most for the last of these accomplishments.
	

	Question
	

	Comment on  the features  of this sentence which help to create a sense of climax.
	2

	General Advice
	

	•   Look at the two parts of the sentence- namely on either side of the semi-colon.
	

	•   What does the first part do? Clue-look at the use of the comma and also word order.
	

	•   What does the second part do? Clue-why is the semi​colon there?
	

	Response


	


	Example 2: SQA Reading Paper 1992
	Marks

	The stories of his antics are endless: breathless rides along the Outlaw Trail; shooting glass conductors from telegraph poles; or paying a poor widow's rent by robbing the rent man. The homesteaders loved him.
	

	Question
	

	•   Comment on the use punctuation in the first sentence.
	2

	•    How does the second sentence provide a contrast to the first?
	2

	Response


	


	Example 3: SQA Close Reading 1992
	Marks

	Butch Cassidy never killed a man.   Yet his friends were seasoned killers; their murders drove him to fits of remorse.
	

	Question
	

	Examine the sentence structures of and the link between the above sentences. Comment on any two ways the writer structures these lines so as to present the idea of a contrast between Butch Cassidy and his men.
	4

	Response


	


	Example 4: SQA Ciose Reading 1992
	Marks

	That night in Sausalito, [Dowds] had the pleasure- a pleasure he had long savoured- of giving the last rites to the first man he shot.
	

	Question
	

	•   Comment on the use of the dash in the above sentence.
	2

	•   What technique does the writer use to emphasise Dowds' attitude?
	1

	Response


	


